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could 'tax all county residents a- and you canlt get those people to
like and provide service to all. agree whether it'snight orda~.

Attempts to unify in the 160s But a.unified library happened here
and '70s were aborted, but libra- because the county commis$ioners
rians never gave up. They wanted had guts enough to do it. They
to eliminate the hefty fees most passed an ,ordinance, they appointed
noW charge out-of-towners. But a county library board and they
they faced two bigbbstacles:in- said, tWe are going to tax, all of
tercity rivalry and no political you and provid~library services.'
leadership. "Pinellas needs a consolidated

Ideally, County Commissioners, system very badly~ But it can't be
not librarians, should be at the done without COUIlty leadership."
head of this effort. Legally, they Which Pinellas doesn't have. In
are the key to creating a ~ounty- fact, the county commissioners want
wide system because, under state to distance themselves from this
law, they have the right to do it. thing so badly that last week they

But commissioners have hung asked the Legal Department to de-
back, revisiting the issue every lete any mention of the commiss~bh

decade or so, and then with little from the question that'll go befOre
enthusiasm. They insisted their voters. They take a firtal vote ort
next consideration come only on a the ballot question Tuesday. [Edi-
recommendation from the Council of tor's note: the County Commission
Mayors, the heads of the county's subsequently agreed to place the
24 municipalities. library cooperative on the March 14

So the librarians and mayors ballot. See above'.]
produced a cooperative libr·ary . - Look, ,I knowpeopl-e--:don l .t· vQl-
agreement. The agreement exclUdes unteer to pay taxes. ~hey want
Clearwater, the only big library somebody else to pay the freight.
within reach of residents from the And the commissioners want some-
highest-growth' areas, people~ho body else to take the heat.
now have virtualLY no library I also know the people who put
service at all. this cooperative together worked

Under the agreement, the county hard. They feel this arrangement
library tax on residents of unin- is better than nothing. But ~why
corporated areas would be less than does pinellas have to settle for
some city residents pay, more than better-than~nothing?

others. Cities that don't collect The commission could choose,not
library taxes would pay for res i- to put this question before the
dents to use the libraries. voters. They could choose to begin

Clearwater wanted an equitable the work of creating a countywide
plan Whereby, all taxpayers pay the library system under their control.
same, and libraries get tax money They could give the residentS of
based on how many people they this county w~at they should have
serve. ,had 10 or 20 years ago~~access to a

Only the county co~ld enforce public ,~~r,y;ice.
such' a plan. grt;'be,ycould per:form an act of

That 'swhat happened i'n'B':ro,.wa,rd pol.! tica':L cowardice and let this
County, which created a countywide piecemeal, second-best plan go to
l~brary a decad¢ agq. the voters. And if it fails, they

"1 know what Pinellas Is going can always say it wasn't their
through,"said Cecil Beach, Bro'" idea. That'll be true enough.
ward's library director. Formerly (by JarticeMartin, reprinted
the state librarian andT~mpa's from the St. Petersburg Times,
library director, he has taken two 1/9/89).
library systems countywide. "We * * .• * * * * • * it ** * * * • * •
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President: Tim Pasden
Vice-President: Deborah Henry

Treasurer: Betsy King
Secretary: Stephen Bumgarner

Suncoast Information Specialists (SIS) is an organization of
librarians and information specialists in the Tampa-St. Petersburg­
Clearwater area. Our purpose is to provide an open forum for the
exchange of ideas about information management and dissemination.
Our. lunch-time meetings--held every other month--explore new products
and services for enhancing research and information storage.

Membership in SIS is open to all. Annual dues are $5.00 covering
mernp~rshipfort~ebusiness¥ear october-September and a year's
subscription t:o the SIS newsletter, INFO. Please fill out'the form
below to begin or to renew your SIS membership.

IMPORTANT: The INFO mailing label indicates the status of your
membership in SIS.

"Exp9/SS" shows your membership expired at the end of Sept. 1988,
unless you sent in $5.00. Your name will be dropped from the
mailing list at the end of 1988, if membership is not renewed for
the com'ing year.

"Exp9/89" shows your dues have been paid through Sept. 1989.

"Courtesy" indicates that you have requested and will receive two
complimentary newsletters. Then your name will be removed from
the mailing list, unless dues are paid.

* * * *

INFO is pUblished alternatemC)nths toannouilce S'!S meetings and news
of interest to the memb~rship. Articles, letters, job notices, and
for-sale advertisements should be directed to the editor, Pete
Basofin, St. Peterburg Times, 101 E. Kennedy Suite 1140, Tampa 33602,
223-3435. Your suggestions and comments are welcome.



SUNCOAST INFORMATION SPECIALISTS membership Oct. 'BB-Sept. 'B9.

Make check
payable to,
SUNCOAST
INFORMATION
SPECIALISTS

Renewal?--

PLEASE PRINT

Name,~~ ~ ~ _

Affiliation:_~ _

Mailing Address: _

Phone ' ------

Mail this form and a check to Betsy King, SIS Treasurer, c/o
Reflectone, Inc., Engineering Library, 5125 Tampa West Blvd., Tampa
33634-2481.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Betsy King
Reflectone
5125 Tampa
Tampa, FL

Incorporated Engineering
West Boulevard
33634-2481

Library

Pi;)STAG'
----....,_.~

, ~

> pOol 3fl
r"'~J:, ~

[·-.H~~\1tr~~ -""'--_._"._._< .-.._.



suncoflST
lnfOr.mflTlOn

SPEClf\llSTS
INFO NEWSLETTER VOL. 3 NO. 3 MAY 1989

Edi tor"s COrnerl
Many thanks to Robin Tew and

Jeff Young for writing" articles for
this month's INFO. Robin is Re­
cords Management Analyst for the
Pinellas County school system.
Jeff is a part-time researcher for
the St. Petersburg Times and a
full-time student just finishing
USF Library School~

Have you got an opinion, maybe
some gossip, or a full-fledged
article in mind? Send it to INFO,
.c/oPete Basofin, st. Petersburg
Times, 101 E. Kennedy Suite 1140,
Tampa, FL 33602.

Deborah Henry called the meeting
at the Steak & Ale in St. Peters­
burg.

Two new members were introduced:
Dr. Robert Grover, USF Library
School Chairman, and Laurene
Zaporozhetz, USF Library Director.

Betsy King, SIS Treasurer,
reported a balance of $971.00 in
our account.

The cancellation of Jane IS work­
shop was announced.

Nominations for the 1989-90
officers were taken. ~~mbers will
vote next meeting. Th~~Vice~

President substitutes'fc':r:the,pres­
ident and acts as profiram" Cha,ir:. '
(Please send in the l:f~;l1loton':page
5, especially if you wonlt make the
June meeting.)

Poynter Institute Librarian Jo
Cates was congratuated on her
engagement.
(Continued next page)

Monday June 5 is the date for
the next SIS meeting. The group
will meet 6:30 p.m. at the Latam
Restaurant, 2511 W. Columbus Drive,
in Tampa. Take 1-275 to Armenia
exit,; head north to Columbus Dr'ive;
turn left and go a couple blocks.

Latam features a fUll menu of
Spanish food. It's one of the best
restaurant bargains in the area.

Election of the SIS 1989-90
officers will be held at this an­
nual dinner meeting. If you can l t
come, please return the enclosed
ballot. If you can come, please
send the RSVP to Tim Pasden, or
call Deb Henry at 893-9124.

Calendar
Florida Special Libraries Asso­

ciation 20th Anniversary Cruise.
Sept. 23-30 on the Carnival Cruise
Lines' Celebration. Ports of call:
San Juan, St. Thomas and St. Maar­
ten. Price ranges from $750 per
person (inside cabin) to $850
(outside cabin). Contact Carol
Drum, Central Science Library,
Univ~rsity o~,fJ~rida, Gainesville,
FL 32611, :9'04-335-8501.

, ' "',,

Who's What
Pete Basafin, st. Petersburg

Times, Assistant Librarian, an­
nounced his engagment to Deborah E.
Cohen. Ms. Cohen works for the
(Continued on next page)



librarians.
Most recently, the status of the

profession has risen with the image
of librarian as information broker
and database searcher/manager.

Although surveys noW indicate a
large majority of librarians have
achieved faculty rank, this desig­
nation often does not mean parity
with the teaching staff.

A 1987 article published in the
Journal of Academic Librarianship
(" A Review of Faculty Status Sur­
veys, 1971-84;" March 1987, pp.
14-18.) compared reality with the
standards developed by ALA defin­
ing true faculty rank. The authors
found significant discrepancies in
important areas such as salary,
scheduling, tenure, promotion, an0~

sabbaticaIs.' '
Even so, librarians are increas­

ingly expected to meet the same re­
search and pUblication standards
demanded of teaching faculty.

Often librarians and their
supervisors are uncertain about the
exact scholarly responsibilities
and benefits that go with faculty
rank. Librarians are often unclear
as to the expectations for favor­
able personnel review.

A recent study of 98 large uni­
versities conducted at the Univer­
sity of Carolina-Greensboro,
found a large majority of schools
were still not in compliance with
the ALA faculty rank standards.

Faculty status continues to be a
worthwhile, if elusive goal. Many
questions ,still need to be addres­
sed. How exactly will librarians
be judged for promotion and tenure?
What 'kind of education is required
for professional librarianship? ~
Will the research and publishing
required of librarians unduly
affect their primary work duties?

-Jeff Young.

7'AeR"fuso/
FACULTY STATUS

(Editor's note: the following is
a condensation of a paper written
for a course in the USF Library
School. )

Although academic librarians
have long regarded themselves as
educators, academic administra­
tors, who grant faculty status,
have not always recognized it.

--:Inthe firsthal-f- ·of -the 20th
century, several factors worked
against granting such status for
librarians. Among them: the small
size and number of academiccollec­
tions: no clear guidelines distin­
guishing clerical and professional
duties; the predominance of women
in librarianship; the low quality
of library education: the attitude
of faculty toward librarians: and
the bureaucratic character of li­
brary administration.

After World War II this per­
ception changed due to growth of
collections and library staffs;
improvments in library education: a
clearer distinction between cler­
ical and professional work: and
greater Visibility for- librarians
in collection develqpmentand
reference.

In 1956, the predominant faculty
union, the American Association of
University Professors, admitted li­
brarians into its ranks. By 1957,
738 libraians had joined. Three
years later, AAUP and ALA called
for faCUlty status for all academic

""====o..--.c=:-===:::::-=;:;::-;:-------,;::--:-c,-----:--;:-:-~=;::::=_:=:::_;_-,/2(Continued from previous page) (Continued from-previous page)
Dr. Gover explained the USF Florida Department of Health and ~i

graduate assistantship program, in Rehabilitative Services as Assis-
which students may work in area tant District AIDS Coordinator in
libraries outside the university. Tampa. The couple plan a wedding

SLA representative Barbara Stitz in pittsburgh May 21.
reminded people about the Anniver­
sary Cruise coming up. She also
reminded members to return their
SLA ballots.

After lunch the participants
divided into groups to discuss
database search problems.
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PI."nellas voters OK library and records management

functions by the source of the
count-v librar-v plan information handled. Librarians

~ ~ deal with externally produced in-
CLEARWATER - Voters in unincor- formation; records managers deal

porated Pinellas County approved a with internallY produced informa­
library cooperative plan by nearly tion. Under this definition, many
a 3-1 margin March 28. of us are records managers as well

The vote means that residents in as librarians.
unincorporated areas will begin This dual responsibility is not
paying a library property tax late surprising. The two professions
this year. In exchange, they will employ parallel skills and work
get library privileges in all Pin- toward overlapping ends. Both
elIas cities except Clearwater. evaluate, acquire, classify, and
The tax is expected to average a- warehouse information. Both use
bout $19 a year, the cost of one their information to respond to in-
hardback best seller. quiries and conduct research. Both

More than 70 percent of the inventory collections and make
11,695 people who voted said yes to retention decisions.
the library cooperative plan, which If you are a librarian with re-
will join 12 of the county1s 13 cords management duties, you could
municipal libraries and generate an be missing some opportunities. You
additional $3 million a year for could be ignoring a significant
their budgets. The vote was 8,225 part 'of your job description, mon-
to 3,470. thly report, or resume.- You could

Assistant County Administrator be overlooking alternative employ-
Dora Harrison said Tuesday night rnent possibilities.
she was surprised by the margin of If you dontt have any records
victory. management duties, you might

The library question was the think about assuming some. Activ-
only one on the ballot in the un- ities such as developing and get-
incorporated areas and drew only 9 ting approval for retention sche-
percent of the eligible voters. dules offer high visibility with

Clearwater officials chose not upper managment in legal, account-
to join the cooperative, saying the ing and other corporate depart­
proposal was flawed and would lead ments.
to residents in different cities The benefits of records manage-
paying vastly disparate library ment are often easy to quantify.
taxes. Consider paper costs. An ordinary

(from the Tampa Tribune, 3/29). letter-size filing cabinet takes

R d M t about eight sq. ft. of floor space,ecor s anaeemen allowing for the cabinet, an open
A Missed opportunity? drawer, and standing room. If a

company pays $15 per· sq. ft. to
If you work in a library, it is lease- office space, it costs $1,440

very possible you have some records annually to store documents in one
management responsibilities. Do filing cabinet.
you maintain a collection of inter- The cabinet itsel£ costs about
nally published research, keep the $200, pluS, there are labor costs
official copy of the policy and connected with maintaining the
procedures manual, or store working files. If you can determine that
papers from corporate projects? information is being kept unneces-

All of these are records man- sarily, the savings achieved by
agement activities. Records man- purging the files is relatively
agement literature distinguishes easy to calculate.

(Continued next page)
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Finally, involvement in records warned everyone that this is ~,

management can be a form of self- fraught with land mines, and that
protection. In records management it would be highly controversial,"
literature, it is often assumed Kiser said. "I assured the chan-
that the librarian logically an- cellar that weIll move forward
swers to the records manager. Un- slowly and have plenty of time to
less you share this view, it is work the problems Qut."
prudent to at least be aware of While the report is being writ-
records management activities in ten into a committee bill, Kiser
your organization. said helll "sit on it for two weeks

Records management share many of or longer. II After that, he III meet
the duties, challenges and goals of with all concerned parties to work
librarianship. It can also ,expand out problems, he said.
the opportunities. Some university officials say

-Robin L. Tew, Records Manage- the report is aimed at creating a
rnent Analyst, Pinellas County system that would allow community
School System. college libraries to get material

U · "t- on loan from state universities.nIVerSI les oppose That would strain universities' li-
commission control mited holdings and swamp research

personnel with search requests,
0' Iibrar'V' computers they say.wr "There's normally not a need in

TAMPA - Officials at Floridals community colleges to go into the
universities are distraught over a selected research holdings at UF, ~

report recommending that a proposed Florida State and USF," Universit:~

commission be given control of the of South Florida Provost Gerry Mei '
school I s computerized library net- sels said. "This proposal would
work. make it too easy to get these

Released by the Senate govern- things, which in turn makes it more
ment operations committee, the difficult for others."
report advocates that the Florida The report does not directly
Commission for Library Automation address such a link. Rather it
take over the Florida Center for asks that policies on interlibrary
Library Automation, which is based loans be left up to the new com-
the University of Florida. mission.

The goal is to' -create a compu- The Legislature has given the UF
terized catalog that would include center $17 million since 1984 to
all libraries in the state. create the statewide system that

The report, which is being shap- the report describes, linking pri-
ed into bill form, drew immediate vate and public universities, com-
and negative reaction from univer- munity colleges and public libra-
sity officials. ries.

"Are we going to send some So far, only two of the state's
people over to Senator (Curt) Kiser 28 community colleges and the nine
to tell him how badthebillis?" pUblic universities are linked.
UF acting President Robert Bryan .community -e-olleg,es are creating
said. Kiser, R-Palm Harbor, chairs a database similar to the UF center
the government operations commit- that would connect their libraries.
tee. Once that's completed, a single

State university system Chancel- link between the two systems-- /~

lor Charles Reed already has voiced rather than a commingling of all
displeasure with the report to the libraries--would be adequate,
Kiser--which didnlt surprise him. Meisels said.

"When the staff person gave the (from the Tampa Tribune, 4/9).
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Election Ballot

Please check

SJ:S

Deborah Henry
Jo Cates
Stephen & 'Elizabeth
Betsy King

Bumgardner

or write in

President
Vice-President
CO-Secretaries

Treasurer

Name Position

Yes! I'm coming to the evening meeting at Latam's
restaurant on June 5.

No~ I Hon't be able to make it.

Please send both forms to: Suncoast Information Specialists, clo
Tim Pasden, GTE Data services, Research Library, P.O. Box 1548,

~',Tampa, FL 33601-1548.



SUNCOAST INFORMATION SPECIALISTS membership Oct. '8S-Sept. '89.

Make check
payable to:
SUNCOAST
INFORMATION
SPECIALISTS

Renewal ? _

PLEASE PRINT

Name : _

Affiliation: _

Mailing Address : _

Phone: ------~------------

Mail this form and a check to Betsy King, SIS Treasurer, c/o
Reflectone, Inc., Engineering Library, 5125 Tampa West Blvd., Tampa
33634-2481.



Price Waterhouse, 400 N. Ashley
Dr. #2800, Tampa (the NCNB building
at Ashley and Kennedy), will host
the next SIS meeting on Aug. 7.
There will be a tour of a business/
finance library, as well asa group
discussion of some of the topics
introduced at the 1989 SLA Con­
ference: information pricing
strategies~ tracking mergers and
acquisitions; special libraries
com~eting in the information age;
leg~l issues and i~formation

practice~ and the 1992 European
economic agreement.

The program begins at 11:30.
Lunch is available for $5. RSVP
Barbara Stites at 222-7115.

companies showed new software pack­
ages for handling library circula­
tion, cataloging and accounting.

I also visited libraries at the
Wall Street Journal, New York
Newsday and the Associated Press.

Among the acquaintenances I saw
at the conference were news libra­
rians from Tampa, Fort Lauderdale,
Orlando, and Miami. Also seen were
SIS members Tim Pasden,Barbara
Stites and Patti Owen.

Perhaps the best program, was a
breakfast forum where news libra­
rians held a free-form discussion
on whatever important matters came
up. It was a goOd experim~nt which
could be used by other SLAdivi­
sions.

Did you go to the conference?
INFO sOlicits your reminiscences.
Jot them down and send them in.

INFO NEWSLETTER VOL. 3

EllitaE1S CepJ!£l
Thanks for the notices: please

keep them coming. Haveyqu got an
opinion, maybe sOme gossip, or a
full-fledged article in mind? Send
them to INFO, c/o Pete Sasafin, St.
Petersburg Times, 101 E. Kennedy
Suite 1140, Tampa, FL 33602.

• • •
I was fortunate to attend the

1989 SLA Conference in New York
City recently.

New York is probably the most
exciting (and exhausting) city in
the'world. It's hard to keep the
mind on professional matters with
all those museums, theaters and
restaurants beckoning you.

Even so, I did find time for
presentations and exhibits, all of
which were valuable.

Mayor Ed Koch welcomed the con­
vention to New York. I'm afraid he
didn't say anything encouraging
about library funding in the city,
but he did give some names of exem­
plary italian and chinese restaur~

ants.
Newspaper librarians tend to

stick together at SLA Conferences.
The News Division is large and its
members are enthusiastic about
getting together. Panel discus­
sions dealt with automating. "clip"
files, research for the Pulitzer
Prize, foreign news coverage; and
personnel problems. I was privi­
leged to lead a panel on library
service to news bureaus. .

An impressive range of exhibits
covered several rooms in two
hotels. I've never seen so many
CD-ROM and online products. Many
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Who's What

University of Tampa
catalDI IDes on-line

The University of Tampa Library
has recently gone on-line with a
computerized catalog. Students may
use one of several CLSI terminals
to search book and periodical hold-
ings. In addition to the usual ~
bibliographic information, the ca­
talog shows the circulation status
of the item. About 95 percent of
(Continued on next page)

Susan M. Quinn has been appoint­
ed Coordinator of the National Re­
source center on Alzheimer's 'Ois­
ease at the University of South
Florida Suncoast Gerontology C~n­

ter •. She formerly worked as staff
specialist at the American Hospital
Association Resource Center.

* * *
SIS president-elect Deborah

Henry has announced she is
expecting a child.

* * *
Jocates, SIS Vice-president-

~~':~~-a~~~e~~~~~:~~~_s_~;~~~~~~~0_h. \
released in September. Jo has
written a bibliographic guid~ for
journalism and mass communication
studies.

* * *
The national ASIS office has

approved the formation of a Flor­
ida chapter. Tom Kinney is the
current chair. USF Library School
Professor Bahaa El-Hadidy is chair­
elect. The first annual state ASIS
meeting is scheduled for Sept. 1989
in Tampa. To join, please contact
Dr. Hadidy in Tampa 974-3520.

About 20 people attended the
last SIS meeting held June 6at the
Latarn Restaurant in Tampa. Presi­
dent TimPasdenconvened the pro­
ceedings.

Tim announced the results of the
mail-in election. Twenty-six mem­
bers voted unanimously for: Deborah
Henry (President) 7 Jo Cates (Vice­
President & Program Chair); Betsy
King (Treasurer); Liz and Steve
Bumgarner (Co-Secretaries). The
new officers will take over during
the Oct. meeting.

Barbara stites reminded every­
one about the Florida SLA cruise
going out of Miami this September.
The state chapter will hold its
meeting in that city on sept. 22.

The suggestion was made to put
SIS in the Tampa and St. petersburg
directories of clubs and organiza­
tions, and to list our meetings in
the Tampa.Tribune; _St... Petersb1.trg
Times, and Tampa Bay Business
Journal.

Doug Cornwall observed that the
TBLC and SEFLIN bibliographic
networks are coming along, and that
SIS members ought to look forward
to computerized union catalogs in
the near future.

Barbara Stites reported that the
SLA Business & Finance Division is
planning to give Florida SLA money
for a two-day seminar.

SIS Treasurer Betsy King said
the organization now has 88 paid
members.

Members made suggestions for
future meetings. Tim ~aid the
meetings should be a balance of
vendor presentations and open
forums, but the latter should be
well organized. One idea for a
forum is a discussion of ways
members use PCs to handle library
budgeting, cataloging, invoice
control, and communication with
patrons. The group would examine
various library-related software.

Doug cornwall warned of a copy­
right crackdown affecting corpora-.

----------~-~-::z:-.~------:-:t-:';-·o::::n:s-.--;P;:U:;b:::l;-,;-·S;;-h;;':e:r:S--;:h:;a:;v;;e;:-;b:::e::e::n;;--W~i~~ '~,
U6""'~ rill ning lawsuits which accuse com­

panies of widespread photocopying
of magazines and newsletterse He
suggests libraries not keep "union
lists" of periodical copies dis­
tributed to offices in their firms.



(Continued from previous page)
the collection is in the system,
and the library plans to retire the
card catalog soon.

UT is one of the first Tampa Bay
Library Consortium (TBLC) libraries
to automate. The new system shows
not only UT holdings, but the hold­
ingsaf all other TBLC members. So
far, only UT, Florida Southern, and
Safety Harbor and Tarpon Springs
libraries are on-line.

SLA caucus 'or.s
'or _10 lihrariaas

The Special Libraries Associa­
tion has created the Solo Librar­
ians Caucus. Its purpose is to
share ideas, problems and solutions
unique to the librarian or informa­
tion collector/provider who has no
professional peers within his or
her immediate organization.

As of mid-March, 140 librarians
have joined the caucus.

To' join, please: 1) become a SLA
member, and 2) send SLA $6 and ex­
plain you want to join the Solo
Librarians Caucus. For membership
information, write: SLA Membership
Dept., 1700 18th St. NW, Washing­
ton, DC 20009.

Ceater offers 'ree
scieace ae..s datahase

The Science Journalism Center at
the University of Missouri School
of Journalism provides an elec­
tronic database containing 3,000
abstracts of news stories covering
scien~e and medicine. The:articles
are selected from 25 major news­
papers and magazines worldwide.
They are organized by broad topic.

You can search through the
Center '5 library, 'download the
materials you want, and electron­
ically order the original clips to
be mailed or faxed to you.

To use the free service, you
need a computer and a modem with
communications software. The ser-

/3
vice runs MondaY-Friday~,~1·1~~a~.~m.-5
p.m. (Central).

Set your terminal settings to:
baud rate=1200;dUplex-full,
parity=none; data bits=8; stop
bits=l; on/off line=on1 power=on,
and characters=80. Set your .modem
settings to: duplex=full; power=on;
and talk/data=data.

The phone number is (314) 882­
3874. 'Thel?asswOrd is "INQUIRY I1

•

y~ E si..i1iq ....
t:IIl! 1 ie E.eOJnls 1_

Florida has extensive open
government laws. In addition to
regulating open meetings, they spe­
cifywho can ,view public records,
and under what conditions.

PUblic records can include cor­
respondence, ,working papers, photo­
graphs, tape recordings, magnetic
media, maps, and other materials
regardless of format. The State
definespublic,~ecordS,as~ny ~­

terial produced or received "in
connection with the transaction of
official business by any agency"
(5. 119.001[1]).

But what does all this have to
do with you? A lot. The meaning
of "agency" in the law includes any
"private agency, person, partner­
ship, corporation, or business en­
tity acting on behalf of any pUb­
lic agency" (s.119.011[2J). Em­
ployee search firms, engineers,
accountants, attorneys, architects,
and many others doing work for
government create public records.

How does this involve you?
,public records h.ave t() be easily
access~bleand in good rep~ir.
They ,must be available for public
inspection at any reasonable time
.byanyper,son.

Thi,sperson does not have to. be
a Florida' resident, nor an adult.
SIhe can see the records for any
reason, even commercial profit or
idle curiosity. S/he does not have
to tell you his/her motive for
seeing the ~ecords.And you cannot
impose a waiting period, other than
the time (Continued next page)



St. Pete .rancbe.·.oom
since li.rar;y elosine

St. Petersburg - 'Ahey're crowd­
ing the reading garden and the re­
ference ,room at the Mirror Lake
branch library. At the Azalea
branch library., they pack the
aisles, waiting to check out video­
tapes.

Voracious readers haven't' let a
minor inconvenience, such as the
closing of the city's main' library,
quelch their appetite.

, ,

/4 ,
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needed to get,a record. You can- up," said city library director
not require the request be made in 'Pattie Brdad,whosaid she welcomed
person or in writing. You cannot the activity.
charge for copying beyond the cost The main librarx, 3545 Ninth
of paper and toner, ,unless author- Ave. N, closed May 13 for renova-
ized by statute. You cannotpharge, tions and removal of asbestos. It
for staff time, unless extra assis- is scheduled to reopen Oct. 1. Most
tance in required. of the library staff and many of

Before destroying any public the books were shifted to the five
record, you must have written branches, an~ library hours were
permission from the Bureau of Ar- extended. And, in an attempt to
chives and Records Management lessen book storage problems,
(BARM). Then you must retain the patrons were allowed to borrow up
written permission, in itself a to 50 books for a five-month per-
pUblic record. iod.

If the record is part of an Miss Broad predicted circulation
ongoing series,that accumulates and and traffic would increase at the
is weeded periodically, then a re- branch libraries once readers fin-
cords retention schedule must be ish those books.
approved byBARM. In evaluating At the Azalea branch library,
this schedule, state statutes, 7801 22nd Ave. N, the biggest at-
administrative rules, operating traction is the video collection,
procedures, and applicable federal which moved there after the main
regUlations are consUlted. In ad- library closed, said library as- ~_

dition, BARMconsiders the legal, s-is-tantBetty Buss.- -
fiscal, administrative, and his- But more books are being checked
torical value of the record. Once out too, Mrs. Buss said. On a
approved, the schedule officially typical Saturday, library users
dictates the retention for the re- check out 200 to 300 books. Last
cord. Even so, you must get writ- Saturday, 606 books were checked
ten authorization before destroying out, she said.
records in accordance with the "Our attendance is up, our cir-
schedule. culation is up," Mrs. Buss said.

Complying with the public re- "It tells us that people are using
cords law is an importantrespon- our facilities. people want to
sibility. It protects both your read. Even if they have to change
organization and the records their library, they're still
custodian. reading."

-Robin Tew. Mirror Lake library, Fifth
Street and Third Avenue N, has seen
an increase in customers as well, a
librarian said. Many are using the
r~ference materials, Which were
moved there after the main library
closed.

"It's like a shot in the arm,"
said the librarian, who asked that
her name not be used. "There I s a
lot of extra ,activity going on. ,~

It's good for us." I

Mis$ Broad said all renovation
work at the library is on schedule,
but she reminded library users not
to return books to the main branch.

(St. Petersburg Times, 5/31/89).
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President: Deborah Henry
Vice-President: Jo Cates

Treasurer: Betsy King
Secretary: Liz & steve Bumgarner

Suncoast Information Specialists (SIS) is an organization of
librarians and information specialists in the Tampa-St. Petersburg­
Clearwater area. Our purpose is to provide an open forum for the
exchange of ideas about information management and dissemination.
Our lunch-time meetings--held every other rnonth--explore new products
and services for enhancing research and information storage.

Membership in SIS is open to all. Annual dues are $5.00 covering
membership for the business year October-September and a year's
subscription to the SIS newsletter, INFO. Please fill out the form
below to begin or to renew your SIS membership.

IMPORTANT: The INFO mailing label indicates the status of your
membership in SIS.

nExp9/89 n shows your membership will expire on Sept. 30, 1989,
unless you send in $5. Your name will be dropped from the mailing
list at the end of 1989, if membership is not renewed for 1990.

"Exp9/90" shows your dues have been paid through Sept. 1990.

"courtesy" indicates that you have requested and will receive two
complimentary newsletters. Then your name will be removed from
the mailing list, unless dues are paid.

* * * *

INFO is published alternate months to announce SIS meetings and news
of interest to the membership. Articles, letters, job notices, and
for-sale advertisements should be directed to. the editor, Pete
Basofin, St. PeterburgTimes, 101 E. Kennedy Suite 1140, Tampa 33602,
223-3435. Your suggestions and comments are welcome.
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PLEASE PRINT
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Refle~tbhe, Inc., Engineering Library, 5125 Tampa West Blvd., Tampa
33634-2481.
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Mitar:'& C@ner
Thanks goes to Robin Tew for

anotberinformative piece. This
one will help you decide whether
to convert paper files to micro­
film.

Please send articles, job no­
tices, calendar items, and other
newsletter material to: Pete Bas­
ofin, St. petersburg Times, 490
1st Ave. S., St. Peterbsurg, FL
33701.

PresidentTi~ pasden convened
the Aug. 7 SIS meeting at Price
Waterhouse in Tampa.

The minutes were approved and
there was no old business. Tim
introduced Jo Cates, Vice-Presi­
dent-Elect, who described the
agenda for upcoming meetings and
asked for suggestions for the
Aug. 1990 meeting. Tim suggested
that this meeting be saved for an
idea exchange.

Barbara Stites provided copies
of A Wack on the Side of the
Bead, as well as the Price Water­
house library brochure and user
manual. She noted that SLA keeps
a collection afsample user ma­
terials, which they will send on
request. Members were encouraged
to send their own items to SLA.

Barbara reminded the group
about the FloridaSLAChapter
meeting Sept. 22 at the Miam:i.
Biltmore. FCSLA is looking fo~
interested people to join anew
speakers bu~eau.

Barbara announced that the SLA
(continued next page)

KIX~K..h.¥
SIS will meet next oct. 2 at

theShowa Research Institute for
Biomedicine, 10900 Roosevelt
Blvd. (at 9th st.), St. l1eters­
burg. A library tour begins 11
a.m. to 12 noon. Lunch is 12:15
at the Steak and Ale, 445 99th
Ave. N., Koger Center (cost is
$7.45). RSVP Jo Cates (821-9494)
by Sept. 28.

Calendar.
_....

The Florida Chapter of the
American Society for Inforaation
Science (ASIS) will hold its
Annual Meeting on sept. 25 at
USF-Tampa. The chapter business
meeting will be held in the mor­
ning, followed by lunch and pos­
ter sessions on "Information Sci­
ence and Technology: Research and
Innovation."

The Chapter Wille sponsor an,
afternoon program on "Telecom­
munications in the Information
Age." Keynote speaker James Rush
of the PALINET library network
and nationally-recogniz~dauthor­
ity on networks, will discuss
"The Changing Role of Telecom­
munications in Libraries and In­
formation Centers."

Other presentations will focus
on telecommunications technology
in :tbe coming decade, telecom­
munications issues for libraries
and information centers, and the
impact of new developments in
telecommunications technology on
(continued next page~



rosA; Cons
There are many reasons to con­

vert to microfilm, but only a
thorough look at the advantages
and disadvantages will say if it
is appropriate for your library.

Advantages. Microfilm has
many advantages over paper. It
is much more compact, reducing
space needs by 9S percent. One
lO-drawer film cabinet holds a­
bout 200 drawers of letter-size
paper documents. Microfilm im­
proves file integrity, since doc­
Umen~-s-'~CaIlftGt-'"-~~p-u-lled-··out.of­
order.

It is an ec6nomicalway to
preserve information threatened
by brittle paper, fading ink or
heavy usee Information security
is enhanced by conversion to
microfilm a Art intruder would
find it more difficult to surrep­
titiously scan a roll of film
than to flip through pages of a
f1'le or book. Also, using a
working copy and storing the ori­
ginal in a remote place will pro­
tect vital information from fire,
water, and other disasters.

Disadvantages. Microfilm is
not without drawbacks. Micro­
filmed information is virtually
impossible to change. Accessing
information requires a reader.
Microfilm on rolls or -cartridges
permits serial access only, in­
stead-of the random access avail­
able in paper copies.

Legality. In most cases, mi­
crofilm images are as valid as
paper originals. Flor~da and
most other stateshave<adopted
(continued next paqe)

JOBS
Reference Librarian, St. Pe­

tersburg Times. Required: online
research skillsJ 5-10 years pro­
fessional level experience, with
five years automated reference
work, preferably in business or
lawJ MLS degreeJ a strong pUblic
service orientationJ excellent
communication skillsJ and an ac­
tive, aggressive approach to li­
brary work.

Must be able to call sources
efficiently forinformationJ have
the ability to "market" research
skills within the newsroom envi­
ronment. Speed, accuracy and an
eye for story ideas are essen­
tial. Must be able to work even­
ings. Prefer SOme knowledge of
the newspaper industry and jour­
nalism.

Contact: Cary Kenney, St. Pe­
tersburg Times, 893-8108.

~~~,-;-==-===::::--c==--__""'-;::=~:=;-==-=::;:==--:::::=_,/2(contInued froa previous page) (continued' from previous page)
workshop "Running Your Library as on-line information retrieval.
a Business· will be held in March SIS members are invited to the
1990 and will cover pricing stra- program. Registration costs $15
tegies, management issue~1 inves~ and includes lunch. For more 1n-
tigative research, and more. formation, contact Mary Kay Har-

Anne Watkins is leaving Tampa tung at the USF Library, 974-3619
Tech and Renetta Thompson and or 974-3725.
Nancy Clausen were introduced as
new members.

A question was raised about
the desirability of recruiting
corporate members (i.e. vendors).
SIS Treasurer Betsy 'King said we
have had corporate members, but
they usually~drop out after a
year.

It was suggested we keep name
badges prepared for this meeting
and re-use them for future ones.

Tim Pasden encouraged members
to be active in SIS by sharing
information, experience and re­
sources a Attendance is growing
and meetings are a good network­
ing opportunity.

Fo-lJowing the_b(;s-:l,.ru9-~;--;ne-e-t=­

ing, members were shown the Price
waterhouse Information Center a

(submitted by susan Quinn)



NEH lifeline to librarie.
It sounds like a scenario from

Fahrenheit 451: Each day, mil­
lions of books are threatened
with destruction. But unlike in
Ray Bradbury's fictional world,
where a futuristic government
orders firefighters to burn all
books, the pages lost on the
shelves of research centers, uni­
versities and libraries across
the country succumb to a less
dramatic demise--old age.

To combat the loss, the Na­
tional Endowment for the Humani­
ties (NEH) ,says it will distri- .
bute mOre than $15 million in new
grants for projects to preserve.
books, newspapers, monographs,
photographs, and videotapes. The
grants p:r,()yid~for,microfilming,
cebi-nding';·artd;,iJ:ep9?,:i.n9,·;mat\:=rials ;,
Theseoutright'andmatching
grants represent 'the largest sum
ever offered by NEHfor preserva­
tion projects.

"1 think it's fairly recent
that our society has caught on to
the extent of the problem,' to how
much could be lost, to the size
of the job and cost,· said John
McGrath, a spokesman for the NEH.

nThere are literally millions
of volumes of. books and other
material that are valuable to
scholarly research that are in
danger of being lost because they
are deteriorating,· he said.
l'It's extremely important to the
humanities and our culture as a
whole" to save them.

The grants, which range from
$2;800 (to the New Orleans No­
tarial Archives) to $2.5 million
(to the New York Public Libra­
ry--which intends to preserve
40,000 volumes of American his­
tory and culture) will be dis­
tributedto 25 instit~tionsin 14
states.

(Washington post, 8/7/89)

;;;:~=,.-;;;:;;--;;;;;;;;r;;;"",;a.;;;;r-'""-----;;;;;--,-;;;;-;;-:--- /3
Tcontinued froID previous pagel that long.
the federal laws pertaining to -Robin Tew
photographic reproduction of
business records.

cost. Whether the advantages
of microfilm outweigh the disad­
vantages depends on the indivi­
dual situation. However, no de­
cision should be made without es­
timating conversion costs. The
most common mistake in judging
costs is considering only the ex­
pense of actual filming. A bet­
ter estimate includes all the
steps needed,to produce and use
microfilm.

In addition to the labor,
equipment, film, and supplies
used in and filming and pro­
cessing, there are document pre­
paration costs. pages need to be
separated, staples and other fas­
teners removed, and rips mended.
On the average, it takes one hour
to prepare the documents in one
file drawer.Th~s average varies
with thesta:t~-b:,'Ethe:br·:i:9,fnCils.,

After microfilming, the film
must be inspected and proofed.
It must be inspected for cracks,
tears, discoloration, or any
other defects caused by mechani­
cal failure of the camera or pro­
cessingmachinery. Also, the
film must be proofed to insure no
distortions, misplacements or
omissions in the document film­
ing. Usually, a lOa-foot, roll of
film can be inspected and proofed
in one hour.

Creation of a satisfactory
finished product does not consti­
tute the total cost of conver­
sion. It is still necessary to
invest in reader/printers and
storage equipment, such as a car­
ou~el or film file cabinet.

Microfilm Retention~ After
examining advantages,disadvan­
tages and costs, the decision to
microfilm shoUld be easy. How­
ever if you dO microfilm, avoid
the pitfall of allowing form to
determine retention. A roll of
microfilm will last 100 years.
Most information need not be kept



Who's What
Recent USFLibrary School

graduate Jeff Young has become
Librarian of the Av6nPark cor­
rectional lnstitution. This
facility functions as a public
library for the inmatesa Jeff
says he is free to bUY books in
most areas, except stich things as
bomb-making and locksmithing a
Previously, he worked as a part­
time researcher for the st.
Peterbsurg Times.

; /4
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~ . . -provided in conjuction with IBM-t. hieh mark. and Public Technology. Inc. as a
Ii-- pilot program, she said.

TAMPA- With less than six The only cost to the county,
months under its computerized she said, was the $3,500 spent on
belt, the "24-Hour Courthouse" the two free-standing cabinets
already has proved its effec- that house the computers.
tiveness, courthouse officials As for the man hours saved,
say. Charbonier said 66 percent of the

The system, which consists of people who use the 24-Hour Court-
two smart-aleck computers that house system say they never have
answer questions pertaining to contacted courthouse offices be-
county services, was unveiled fore. Were it not for the infor-
Jan. 30. Since then, thousands mation service, she said, addi-
of· people have humbled themselves tional personnel might have to be
before it. added to accommodate new callers.

But some of those people say The 24-Hour Cour~house system
they had so much fun operating consists of two computers, housed
the co~puters that they fast be- in red, white and blue kiosks.
came question-and-answer junkies. One is located at University

Ruskin resident Audry Herring Square Mall and the other in the
was at the courthouse on other lobby of the courthouse.
business Monday when she and her In two or three weeks, that
son, Jeffrey Holman, 13, got a machine will go to the Plant City
printout on how to obtain a dri· Neighborhood Service Center at
verts license. 702 Ea Alsobrook St.

--- ·"If -thi's were -l!ot-~-HeY'e~, --Pfampa' 'Tr-ibunEf, 7/19/89)
would have had togo to the dri­
ver~s license place or call them
to find out, Herring said.

WIt's convenient, and you
don't have to waste your time on
the telephone."

The computers are activated
when their screens are touched.
A touch-and-go approach results
in answers to questions on gen­
eral information, leisureactivi­
ties, upcoming events, annoy­
ances\complaints, essentialser­
vices, human services, licensing
and permits, and "your" comments.

Some of the information is
spoken and includes color imagesa
Users have the option of getting
a take-home printout of the in­
formation.

"The 24-Hour Courthouse compu­
ters are averaging 90 touches an
hour, 11 said Sandra Charbonier,
Manager of the Citizen ~ction

Center a
She added that the computer is

a demonstration project and is
unrelated to the county'ssepar-
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Vice-President: Jo Cates

Treasurer: Betsy King
Secretary: Liz & Steve Bumgarner

Suncoast Information Specialists (SIS) is an organization of
librarians and information specialists in the Tampa-St. Petersburg­
Clearwater area. Our purpose is to provide an open forum fdr the'­
exchange of ideas about information management and dissemination.
Our lunch-time meetings-~held every other month--explore new products
and services for enhancing research and information storage.

Membership in SIS is open to all. Annual dues are $5.00 covering
membership for the business ye~_r Cctober-September and a year I.S"

subscription to the SIS newsletter, INFO. please fill out the form-'
below to begin or to _r~new your SIS memb~r~hip.

IMPORTANT: The INFO mailing label indicates the status of your
membership in SIS.

nExp9/89 n shows your membership will expire on Sept. 30, 1989,
unless you send in $5. Your name will be dropped from the mailing
list at the end of 1989, if membership is not renewed for 1990.

"Exp9/90" shows your dues have been paid through sept. 1990.

"courtesy" indicates that you have requested and will receive two
complimentary newsletters. Then your name will be removed from
the mailing list, unless dues are paid.

* * * *

INFO is published alternate months to announce SIS meetings and news
of interest to 'the membership. Articles, letters, job notices, and
for-sale advertisem~nts should be directed to the editor, Pete
Basofin, st. Peterburg Times, 101 E. Kennedy Suite 1140, Tampa 33602,
223-3435. Your suggestions andcom~ents are welcome.
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Affiliation: __
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33634-2481.
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Tampa, FL



NOV. 19896

FUTURE SIS MEETI~GS

NO.

An .annHl I!Y.!!!'t?

SIS WORKSHOP

'SISnext meet,s Dec • .1'1, 11: 30
to l-,p.m., inthe'GreatHall,
Stetson university,' ,140'1-, 61stSt.
S., Gulfport. ,poynter'Instit~~~

LibrariaR Ken Kister' w:i1:r"reI>prt
em the Univerelit-y of 11'l1091s
conference on Ethi,cs and Libra­
rians~ip. Members may, purchase
lunch in the cafeteria next t4'
the meeting rOom.

"Feb. 5:"~. ,Dinner meeting with
Jim B~am9~ard, Deputy Editorial
Page Editor ,Tampa Tribune. . .

Apr. 2 - Lect~r~on gesktop
publishing by Richard:Math~wS,

-Editor, Tampa Review.
June 4 - Lec"t:ureon'th,e, -News-',

Leaders~videotape project by
DavidShedden,auqiovis~al~pec~
ialist, Poynter Institute. _

Aug., 6 -Tobe: p ~,anned!" plea~,e

send suggest'ions to Jo Cate,s,'
821-94.94.

VOL. 3

'1'he last:$IS.;meeting was held
Monday", oct-..;;":'~;;~,t,the Tampa, Bay
Researcb,lnsti-tute(formerIY

'called Showa U~~ersity Research
Institu't'efo'r Bi'omedic-inel. " ,

. Dr,; Kristian'ilin:ds presented a
tour of the library C!I'l<:l:;ICl-,qgE;~";- S'l'~,i0t:ficers met recently to
tories. The, IDE:;t;itu1;,E!-'Gort?;\!i:¢'1;t:i;:,;:,' ';:d,~~;q~,~~;:'t~e potential for al:lalf~
research in, "il:'0iR$'i:;ci':'rr~'~'~"9'l-c:i'r"i'" da¥:;;me-e:tl:ngorganized by and for
bioChemistryand':,:me)']:e-c?']{a-f,~',9~,I1'¢+~:"/y :s"i$'/m~,fiif)'e-;!:/s and gU~5tS•.
tics,; The library is"a:Cs rn,al1 'Ratherthan a' _formal confer- ,
part of·,the the Insti.tute 'and encewJ.th:speakers ,and panels"/it'
contains mostly periodicals 'and was suggested we have an informal
indexes. workshop,whereineachpartici-

There was no business meeting pant woUld demonstrate library-
held. (Continued next page)

INFO NElISLB~R

Ui.1igI:'•.ewe.
Thanks for all "the -announce-.

ments sent to INto. You're
helping to ,inform ,fellow libra­
rians and :helping to enhance the
pro'fesslorial .community herein
Tampa Bay.

Have you something for the
"Whols What lr column? Know some­
one who's experiencing a personal
or professIonal milestone:, mar­
riage,,·birth, graduation, travel ,
publIcation, promotion, joh
chan.oe? ·please pass it along 1.

what's your opinion. about al­
lowing controversial groups to

"use public library meeting' rooms?
I I d, love to get a- letterS to the
editor on this!

send l,tem:sto:Pete Basofin, .
St. Petersburg Times, '490 1st
Ave. s., st. Petersburg, FL
3370r.~
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TAMPA. BAY LIBRARY COIISORTIUI[
worksltops ~,~,-

.. -- ' .-

,Nov;; 2," nUsIng Dbase, II a
ba,sic; ~how:""to~>'9uidtkfor, using
:Oba.--s',E!,lnc;1ud'ing"·some 'i.,nnovative
idea-sfor application"s. Topics:
instruction in database creation
and database searching 1 sample
library uses (video and book or~

der listings) 1 'and basic program­
(Continued next pagel

'i:.-"';:'<""· '~',',' :'" '.Predicasts (the': "bUS1ness,
information service) is offering
a ;fr:ee ,1ntr,oductorY,tI"pfnJn.g_se.---~~_
minar in Tampa on Dec. 19 • This
fUll~day"programdescribes,Predi­
ca~ts ten databases, including
their cont~~~j .applicationsand
indexing. ''If "'you are b:e.-W'. to P~e~

,dicastsor to'database"searchinq
generally, the seminar is for
you.. ~'~' ,--' #

Instructors :~illprovldefree'

onllne practlce",tiIlle ~nda WOrk­
bOok out1fping "the" 'se:a~¢he:s,
strategies and discussl0ttB cover~
edin each session. Call<Predi~.

casts: SeminarDepartm~n~Monday,
through Friday 8: 45 a. m•. to 5 :30,
p.m. at 800-3Zl-6388. ...

~("c"o::n"t"1r.'n"'u"'e=d:<"f"r:;;o;;;m;'""";p;;r"e;;V"'1r;'oNu;;sanp;;;ang;;;e;"iI:------:1i":·n:::g::-.--;I-;:t~'-;s;-:a;'"-:t~1'-:' m:e:-.+:t:;o:-::g;:;e:;t:--;t:-:o:::g:::e;:t~h;:::-e: 2
related materials: a kind of and talk over mutual problems -and
group show-and-tell. SIS would solutions, without the time re-
not invite vendors to show their striction .of our lunch meetings.
products, but wauIE! rely exclu'" 'Obvlbusly,such an undertaking
sively on members describing would: demand the active involve-
tools and materials actually used mentof many people. Workshop
in their libraries. att~rtdeeo-would be expected to

Here' 'is the idea: Tentative- bring an' item to the workshop.
ly, the programwoUldb~ dlvid~d In addition volunteers are neeged
into three parts. to help arrange the threeses-

Management aids. Increasing- sions and the overall event' ..
ly, librarians are using personal Weid need a core"gro'lJP of'at"
computers' toass,istwith tasks least a dozen people to staff
that take up much time and labor: four organiz.ing,committees~

cataloging, circulation, order- If you think this is a good
ing, budgeting, indexing, report- idea, please talk toone' of.the
ing,' etc. I'n th:is segment, par- SIS officers.. Or, come,<tofuttfre',
ticipan~s would demonstrate soft- SIS meetingsrWhen Xhe event will
ware they found useful in the be discussed further:
'daily operation of their facili­
ties. An IBM-compatible computer
and overhead~projectorwould,be

available for group viewing.
Reference tools. ProbablY'

every librarian h~s found little­
known,' but useful reference ma­
terials' that wolilCl have,applica­
tions in many special libraries.
Here's a~~opport'lJnity for'SI~
members to share information
about valuable finds. Materials
would be available, at a display
table. ,-- _

Commercial databases. Every­
",' one:"has 'heard of DIALOG ahd NEX"':'
··'is.· But wha~,about,lesser ,knowp.

databases, such as the State of
F,lorida..',ti,.., cbrpor:aterecordsser­
vice or the Univers~ty of Mis­
so'uri'S science journalism BBS?
This session Would' let partici­
pants view ~xamp;~s,ofobscure,

but~mportantso~;c~sofcomp~­

terized,infc>rmatioIl., 'Online,
demonstrations would he performed
using a PC and overhead projec~

tor.
The Workshop '" would be h~l9,9Il.

a Saturday (perhaps late septe~~
ber) and las~ about four hourS,
(9-1 p.m. or 10-2 p.m.). The
atmosphere (and dress) would be
casual. Participants ,would be
free to watch the demonstrations,
or to enjoy snacks and network~
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Tampa Library opens
to relieiou. Ilroup.

TAM~A -Hillsborough officials
agreed .on .Thursday .to.allow :rel~+.
gious groups .to. meet in COl1Ilty ._'
libraries, settlinqalegal chal~

lenge. fr,om agroup.that:,~llad' be-Em"
denied use of library meeting
rooms to discuss and praY'abol1t'
the abortion' issue. ..

~'We view th,isas a victory'for
free· speech," said Jordon Lor­
ence,attorneyfor Conce~ned

Women for America (CWA), 'wh~ch
sued the' county oyer m~eting~room

access. '
CWA~!ld"Katherihe'Green~Boye:t ,.

a local member, sued- the.cQunty,
on Monday. At the start of:, a
lu:!aring. Thursday,' both 'sidestol~
U•.q .. District JUd,gewilliamJ ...
Castagria that ~ setetem~nt had'
beer!' .reached. . . '"!C"

Jack Crooks, "an as.f3istant
county attorney-,' said'·'thatth~
policy barring relig}ous, parti~
san p()litic~l, ,for,...profit, and

.. discriminatory .groups .from .. libra­
ry 'mee~ing~ooms had been inher~
i ted. when Hillsborough took over
the library from thee city. of Tam­
pa.

"When we got the' complaint, we
immediately researched it andre­
cognized there may have peenin~

fringement (of constitutional
rights),11 crooks said. liThe laws
have changed on that ,issue, ~nd'
we had never occasioIl' to review
(Continued next pagel

Who'. What"
Recent USF Library School gra­

duate, Wiley E. Koon, Jr., has
replaced Ann Watkins as Director
of Libraries atNEC/Tampa Tech­
nical Institute. NEC has two
libraries with access to DIALOG,
OCLC, and an online catalog.

* * *
'The main branch of the St.

'("c;;o;;n;;t>-ir;n;;;u~e;;:d~"f';r:;;OID""p;;r"e"vrir.o;;uiisS-iip:aa:C;grEe!iI----p;;;;e:;:t;e:;r:;sdb;;U1,r~g;···.-Pub~b:ilii:;:c;-"iL::;iblb,r~a;;:r~Y;-;ree-;;o:;;p;;;e~n;::_13
ming (file.importingand export- ed Oct. 23 after five months of
lng, list.printing•. Speaker: remodeling and asbestos removal.
Richard Fritz,PasQ:O County Before it closed in the spring, "."
Schools. the library-allowed patrons to

Nov. 7 - 'iAACR2RIMA~C FO,~mat- borrow up to 50 books for the
tiny - Headings," more on that duration. More than 70,000 books
vital, but complicateds~t of were checked out. During the
rules that cataloge~5 live by. first week of renewed operation, .
How to format for MARC, and spe- the library offered a once~evei
cifically, more about deciding on overdue book' amnesty.
main and aaded entiiesforyou::,
original records. Topics: ch01ce
of access points; persQnal head­
ings; geographic' names; corporate
bodies; and uniform titles.
Speaker:Vi~kie Gregory, USF
Library Schoo1.

Nov. 30- "Books Format," how
to catalog books for an automated
library system; the basics of '
MARC formatting ,offered again
(more,simplified) with some
AACR2R.' Topics~bibliographic
description;' headings; fixedfi-.,
elds; 'and local fields. Speak­
er:Deoorah ;Pritz,TBLC.

Dec. 7 - "Getting Grants,R
some help finding funding fo:r'~'

your library projects. Learn ~ow
tPc.tap the r~sol1rces available,,~to'

you' asa nonprqfit, service or­
ganization,. TOpics: what I s fund­
able?; choosing funadable pro-
j ects ; w'identifying funding -sour­
ces; writing grant proposals; and
accountability.

All' these workshops last from
~:30 am to 4:00 pm. The place is
TBLC, 10002 ,Pril).9J;!sS, Palm Ave .. ,
'1'ampa, FL 336,19. <The' cost is $25
.(members). ~ 'C"ll Vickie Frost,
622-82S2."



leffel's

[INFO wants your opihion on
this and other issues facing
libraries! Your letters are
always welcome, but may be edited
for length, ,taste and clarity. 1

[Editor's note: In the May
issue of Am.ericanLibrariE!s,the_
magazine asked ALA presidential
candidates to respond to the
question: "What ,should th~ next
ALA executive directord~ for her
$100,0007" Jeff Youngi~fbrariart
at the Avon park correetional In~

stitution,took issue with the
wording of the question. This,is
his leJ;.,ter .to_ AmE;!rican----'"t~ib~a.ries"
which appeered in September.}

I was genuinely a,ePal,led at
your use of the personal pronoun
"her" when you aske"Q candidates
for the ALA prepidency w~atthe

next ALA executive' director
$hQ~ld do to merit the ~100 ,.000
salary.

1 tho~ght that the Wa¥ ¥o~

"phrased t-he:",question was, tanta'~

mount.to s'efiing" "Nome,!l nee'd' ap­
ply.," lfthe" 8ubstltlltionofthe,
word"th~ir" would', bave 'ruined:
the symmetry ofthe.layou~I.You

could have said "our' $100,000."
Because .of the way' the ques-,

tion was phrased, it wasn't sur­
prising to'see that two 9f the
candidates' referred to the ideal
executive director as "she," and
that one did so in: capital let­
ters.

-Jeff YOung

"'=T.::=-z:=-==,-;:;;;;;;-;=;;;r---~---~-- __--:-_./4(Continued from previous'page)
it before. II

Crooks said that while the re­
ligious group prohibition will be
stricken' from library pa-liey, the
ban involving partisan, profit,
or discriminatory groups will
remain in effect.

According to the lawsuit,
Boyer had requested'use of the
library meeting rOOm in August,
So that CWA members in the Tampa
Bay area could hea~,,_a lawyer dis­
cuss the ,Legislature IS upcoming
special session ort abortion and
then pray about the issue after­
ward. LibrarY'officials~consi­
dered that a religious purpose
and denied the request, citing
the policy.

The CWA argued that by opening
the library auditorium and meet­
ing room to .~·"widespectrum of

:other community groups, including
abortion-rights poli'tical groups,­
the county had created an "open­
forum" at the~lihrary~

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled
in 1981 that religious speeCh
cannot be banned from a govern­
ment-createdopenforum. But
~here has been widespread defi­
anbe'of that~law by libraries,
Lorence' said.

IfI think the problem is tha.t
people misunderstand the esta­
blishmment clause (of the, First
Amendment)," he said. "If It, (joes­
n'tmean you must eradicate any_
vestige of religion from govern­
ment bui14~n9s,~,only that go­
vernmentitselfmu~tnot promote
or foster a reliq10n.

Lorence said"CWA,'has won four
similar access ,cases across the
country. The' group, based in
Washington, D.C., promotestradi­
tionaland Judeo~Christian valueS
through education, legislation
and legal defense, according to a
press release. Boyer said there
are 'several local cWA:pr'ayer
chapters affiliated with area
churches.

(repri,nted' from the St. Pe­
tersburgTimes, Oct. 6)
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President: Deborah Hepry
Vice-President: Jo Cates

Treasurer: B~~sy King
Secretary: Liz & Steve Bumgarner

Suncoastlnformation Specialists (SIS) is an organization of
librarians and information. specialists in the Tampa~St. pete~sburg7

Clearwater area. Our purpose is to provide an open forum fo:r~"tp'¢,:

exch~ange of ideas about information management,and disseminatiQn...
Our lunch-time meetings--held every o~her montn~~explore new piod~~t~
and services for enhancing research and information storage .,,,!" - """'",

',<:" .'-
M,ernbership in SIS is· open to alL Annual dues are $5.00-co'\Teri.ng·~"J-;
inembershfpfor the business year October-September and a year IS· - ,-,'

subscription to the SIS newsletter, INFO. Please fill out, the' fortiL
below to:begin brto"renew your SIS membership.

~MPORTANT:The INFO mailing label indicates the status of your.'. ,"';'.

membership -in SIS.

-DExp9189- shows your membership will expire on Sept., 30, 198-9;
unless you send in, $5:" Your name will be dropped from the ,mailing
list at the end of 1989, if membership is not renewed for'i99n.

"EXp9/90 11 Shows your dues have been paid through Sept. 1990 •

. ...;. "Courtesyil indicates that you' have requested 'and, wilT receive' "two:
'complimentary newsletters. Then your name will be removed from,
the mailing list, unless dueS are paid~

* * *-*

INFO is published alternate months to announce SIS meetings and news
of interest to the, membe'rship~,'Arti,cles; l)!tters, jop:notices, and
for-sale advertisements 'should be' directed to the'editor, "pete'
Basofin, St. PeterburgTimes, 101 E., Kennedy suite 11'40, Tampa 33602,
223-3435. Your suggestions anq comments are welcome.



SUNCOAST INFORMATION SPECIALISTS membership Oct. IB9-Sept. '90.

Make check
payable to:
SUNCOAST
INFORMATION
SPECIALISTS

Renewal? _

PLEASE PRINT

Name : ~--------

Affiliation: --

Mailing Address: -------~--

Phone: _

Mail this form and a check to Betsy King, SIS Treasurer, c/o
Reflectone, Inc., Engineering Library, 5125 Tampa West Blvd., Tampa
33634-2481.

-----------------------------------------------~--------------------~

Betsy King
Reflectone
5125 Tampa
Tampa, FL

Incorporated Engineering
West Boulevard
33634-2481

Library
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President: Tim Pasden, GTE Data Servicess

Vice-President: Deborah Henry" TECO
Treasurer: Betsy King, Reflectone Inc.
secretary; Stephen Bumgarner, St. petersburg Times

Suncoast Information Specialists (SIS) is an organization o~

librarians and information specialists ,in the Tampa-St. Petersburg­
Clearwater area. Our purpose is to provide an open forum for the
exchange of ideas about information management and dissemination.
Our luhch-timemeetings-~heldevery other month-~explore new products
and services for enhancing research and information storage.

Membership in SIS is open to all. Annual dues are $5~OO covering
"'--'\ < ~membership for the business year October-September and a year I s

-.-subscription to the SIS newsletter, INFO. Please fill out the fcn:-m
below to begin or to renew your SIS membership.

IMPORTANT: The INFO mailing label indicates the status of your
membership in SIS.

"Exp9/88" shows your membership expired at the end of Sept. 1988,
unless you sent in $5.00. Your name will be dropped from the
mailing list at the end of 1988, if membership is not renewed for
the coming year.

I
"·Exp9/89" shows. your dues have been paid through Sept. 1989.

"courtesy" indicates that you have requested and will receive two
complimentary newsletters. Then your name will be removed from
the mailing list, unless dues are paid.

* * * *

INFO is published alternate.monthst.o' afmouh,ceSIS meetings and news
of interest to, the membership. , Articles,le'tters,job notices, and
for-sale adver±isements should be directed to the editor, Pete
Ba.H.,fin, St. Peterburg Times, 101 E. Kennedy Suite 1140, Tampa 33602,
223-3435. Your suggestions and comments are welcome •
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